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REASONS FOR REQUESTED PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REVIEW 
Applicant requests a pre-appeal brief review of the final rejection in the above- 
identified application for the reasons identified below. 

Claims 24, 26-27, 29, 34, 44, 46, 48-49 and 59 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 
102(b) as being anticipated by both Suzuki et al, (U,S- Pat No. 6,177,751) and Sato (JP 
2001-008395). 

All of the rejected independent claims relate to an end cap for a stator segment of 
an electromagnetic machine^ where the end cap includes first and second snap couplings 
configured to snat> couple to ends on adjacent end caps to substantially interlock and hold 
the adjacent segments together. 

Specifically, independent claim 24 recites an end cap for a stator segment of an 
electromagnetic machine. The end cap includes, among other things, a body portion 
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""having first and second ends and first and second snap couplings on the first and second 
ends, respectively, the first and second snap couplings configured t o snap couple to ends 
on adjacent end caps to substantially interlock and hold the adjacent segments together " 
Emphasis added. 

Similarly, independent claim 59 recites an end cap "configured for positioning on 
one of the adjacent segments and having fibrst and second ends configured for snap 
coupling to ends on adjacent end caps to substantially interlock and hold the adjacent 
segments together, said first end including a deformable male member and said second 
end including a female member^ the deformable male member configured for snap fitting 
with the female member of one of the adjacent end caps^ Emphasis added. 

Independent claim 34 recites an electromagnetic machine comprising, among 
other things, a plurality of end caps with each end cap having ' 'means for snap coupling 
the first and second ends of tibie adjacent end caps to substantially interlock and hold the 
adjacent segments together," Emphasis added. 

Independent claim 44 recites a method of assembling a stator for an 
electromagnetic machine^ the stator having a plurality of segments and a plurality of end 
capSy the method comprising: 

a) positioning an end cap on each of the segments, each end cap having a 
body portion for engaging a yoke portion of one of the segments, each body portion 
having opposite ends and snap couplings on the opposite ends; 

b) positioning ends of the segments adjacent one another; and 

c) substantially interlocking and holding the ends of the adjacent segments 
together bv snap coupling said ends of the adjacent endcapstogether . Emphasis added. 
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In the advisory action dated October 31, 2007^ the Examiner contends "[t]he term 
'snap coupling' and 'snap couple' in the independent claims refer to a functional feature, 
i.e. 'to substantially interlock and hold the adjacent segments together.'" This is plainly 
incorrect. Each rejected independent claim explicitly recites one or more end caps having 
"snap couplings," ^first and second ends configured for snap coupling," or **means for 
snap coupling," These are clearly stntcturcd (not functional) limitations that the 
Examiner cannot simply ignore. Even assuming, arguendo^ that the phrase 'to 
substantially interlock and hold the adjacent segments together" is a non-limiting 
recitation of the hovr the claimed apparatus may be employed, the recitations of **snap 
couplings," "first and second ends configured for snap coupling," and '"means for snap 
coupling" are structural limitations that the prior art must disclose to sustain the §102 
rejections. 

Contrary to t^e Examiner's assertions, Suzuki and Sato both fail to disclose or 
even remotely suggest end caps having snap couplings for snap coupling ends of adjacent 
end caps together. 

In particular, the Examiner contends the dovetail connection shown in Fig. 9 of 
Suzuki constitutes a '*$nap coupling," According to the Examiner, "[s]mce the bobbin 
segments are made of resin (c.3:36), the male and female members form a "snap" 
connection because resin is inherently pliable, thus allowing the male and female 
members to contract and expand, respectively, when connected together." See pages 2-3 
of the final Office action. Suzuki, however, nowhere teaches or suggests such a method 
of assembly. Although the Examiner may consider all of the inferences- which one 
skilled in the art would reasonably be expected to draw from a reference, a person of 
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ordinary skill in ihe art would immediately recognize that a dovetail joint is assembled by 
aligning the male member (known in the art as a tenon) above the female member 
(known as a mortise) and tibien sliding the male member into the female member in the 
axial direction, and not by forcing the male and female members together in the manner 
suggested by the Examiner. Ftirthermore, the Examiner offi^rs no support for such an 
extreme interpretation of a dovetail joint The Examiner has not cited a single reference 
that teaches assembling a dovetail joint in the manner suggested. Applicant asserts that 
such a method of assembly is not possible despite the alleged pliability of resin. Further, 
no support has been provided for the assertion that the resin used in Suzuki's bobbins is 
capable of any deflection or, more specifically, of the extreme magnitude of deflection 
suggested by the Examiner. For these reasons, Applicant respectfully submits that 
Suzxiki does not disclose an end cap having a snap coupling. 

Similarly, the Examiner contends that Sato's trapezoidal male projection 9 and the 
matching female depression 10 constitute a snap coupling because these features are 
formed from a resin material- However, Sato lacks any suggestion whatsoever that the 
projections and depressions 10/9 deform or snap couple to one another when joined 
Moreover, in the Advisory Action, the Examiner indicated that '^applicant provides no 
convincing explanation as to whv it is not possible for Sato's trapezoidal male projection 
9 and matching female depression 10 to form a snap couple." However, the test for 
anticipation is not whether it would be possible to use Sato's male and female projections 
as snap couplings. On the contrary, the relevant inquiry is whedier Sato discloses or 
suggests end caps having snap couplings as recited by the rejected claims. Because it 
clearly does not, the §102 rejection based on Sato is improper and should be withdrawxL 
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For all these reasons. Applicant respectfully submits the Examiner has feiled to 
establish a prima facie case of anticipation with respect to the rejected claims. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: November 7. 2007 




Reg. No. 39,857 

Harness, Dickey & pierce, P.L.C. 

7700 Boohotnaie, Suite 400 
St. Louis, MO 63105 
(314)726-7500 
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